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Lesson Study 

Lesson Study is a model where 
teachers work together to target 
an identified area for development 
in their students’ learning. Using 
existing evidence, participants 
collaboratively research, plan, 
teach and observe a series of 
lessons, using ongoing discussion, 
reflection and expert input to track 
and refine their instruction.   Today 
our first grade team developed 
lessons together with the 
assistance of our wonderful 
academic coaches. They taught 
four lessons throughout the day 
refining each one as the day 
progressed. I am so impressed 
with our staff. They continuously 
find ways to refine instruction to 
deliver the GIFT to our kids! 

College Bound  
Today our third grade scholars 
attended a college field trip. They 
visited College of the Sequoias to 
learn information about 
Engineering and Agriculture. 
Student ambassadors are giving 
them a tour of the programs 
offered. They are learning about 
Ag-technology and witnessing a 
drone in action, learning about 
plant science research, and also 
some mechanical engineering. 
Many thanks to Mrs. Lisa Castillo 
our College and Career Director 
for creating such great 
opportunities for our students 
district-wide. 

High Expectations 

As we visit classes, Mrs. Lupa and 
I are very impressed with the high 
expectations observed across the 

grade levels. I would like to 
mention Miss Moya and Mrs. 
Mangandi in particular.  First and 
foremost their classrooms look 
amazing! They have created 
student led reading groups which 
imbed reading, writing, and 
discussion. In addition, they began 
retesting students in reading 
because they feel the students 
have grown drastically over the 
past  month.  They are modifying 
current groupings to best meet the 
needs of each unique learner. Our 
students are so fortunate to have 
such dedicated teachers who do 
everything in their power to keep 
them moving along in all content 
areas. Golden Valley Rocks! 

 -Leti 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion Pride, In Every Stride! 
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Walking Club 

     Hi Golden Valley Team! 
Our Walking Club kicked off 
this week!  Club members will 
walk during their morning and 
lunch recess two times per 
week.  They are able to put in 
one mile of walking during their 
lunch recess!  We appreciate 
Diana Moncada and Irma 
Valdez for starting our club and 
walking with our students 
during their recesses.   Our 
walking club members will also 
receive nutrition lessons 
throughout the year to help 
them understand the 
importance of combining 
healthy eating with exercise.    
Exciting times at Golden 
Valley!   
 
 

 
 

 

 

Learning Targets 
     This week as I visited 
classrooms, I saw a great 
example of good learning 
targets posted clearly on the 
whiteboard for students to 
read.  I also saw first grade 
students presenting a math 
story to their peers.  They were 
receiving constructive criticism 
from their teacher and will 
undoubtedly continue to 
improve throughout the school 
year.   
 

 
 

 

Professional Learning 
 
I have the privilege of sitting 
with grades 4 and 5 during 
Wednesday morning PLCs and 
I am very impressed with the 
work they do.  This week our 
4th grade was carefully 
analyzing math data and during  

 
their analysis, one of our new 
4th grade teachers asked me 
what our achievement goal is 
this year for math CAASPP.  
Great question!  Our goal is to 
have a 10% increase in 
students who meet or exceed 
standards.  Last year 50% of 
our students met or exceeded 
the standard in math CAASPP.  
In ELA, our goal is also to have 
a 10% increase and last year 
39% of GV students met or 
exceeded standard.   Our 5th 
grade PLC was engaged in 
deep discussion regarding 
daily tasks and they were 
sharing with each other the 
online platforms they use to 
help students in the area of 
close reading.  Wow, teaching 
in the 21st century allows 
teachers to have countless 
valuable resources at their 
fingertips and our Golden 
Valley teachers are taking 
advantage of many of them!  
Great job 4th and 5th grade PLC 
teams!  Have a fantastic week-
end!               
 
 

-Norma 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Learning Director’s Corner 
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The Google story begins in 
1995 at Stanford University. 
Larry Page was considering 
Stanford for grad school and 
Sergey Brin, a student there, 
was assigned to show him 
around. By some accounts, 
they disagreed about nearly 
everything during that first 
meeting, but by the following 
year they struck a partnership. 
Working from their dorm 
rooms, they built a search 
engine that used links to 
determine the importance of 
individual pages on the World 
Wide Web. They called this 
search engine Backrub. 
Soon after, Backrub was 
renamed Google (phew). The 
name was a play on the 
mathematical expression for 
the number 1 followed by 100 
zeros and aptly reflected Larry 
and Sergey's mission “to 
organize the world’s 
information and make it 
universally accessible and 
useful.” 
Over the next few years, 
Google caught the attention of 
not only the academic 
community, but Silicon Valley 
investors as well. In August 
1998, Sun co-founder Andy 
Bechtolsheim wrote Larry and 
Sergey a check for $100,000, 
and Google Inc. was officially 
born. With this investment, the 
newly incorporated team made 
the upgrade from the dorms to 

their first office: a garage in 
suburban Menlo Park, 
California, owned by Susan 
Wojcicki (employee #16 and 
now CEO of YouTube). Clunky 
desktop computers, a ping 
pong table, and bright blue 
carpet set the scene for those 
early days and late nights. (The 
tradition of keeping things 
colorful continues to this day.) 
Google employs more than 
60,000 employees in 50 
different countries around the 
world.    Google makes 
hundreds of products used by 
billions of people across the 
globe, from YouTube and 
Android to Smartbox and, of 
course, Google Search.  
Google offers hundreds of 
internship opportunities around 
the world, requiring differing 
experiences, and different 
academic areas of training 
including: engineering, 
marketing, design, sales, 
finance, business and user 
experience.                             

 
California State University—
East Bay is a public institution 
that was founded in 1957. It 

has a total undergraduate 
enrollment of 13,340, its setting 
is city, and the campus size is 
342 acres. It utilizes a quarter-
based academic calendar. 
California State University—
East Bay's ranking in the 2018 
edition of Best Colleges is 
Regional Universities West, 
Tier 2. Its in-state tuition and 
fees are $6,834 (2017-18); out-
of-state tuition and fees are 
$18,714 (2017-18). 
There are three California 
State University—East Bay 
campuses in the San Francisco 
Bay area, which are located in 
Hayward Hills, Concord, and 
Oakland. Students at Cal State 
East Bay, as it is known, can 
earn degrees in more than 50 
areas of undergraduate study 
and nearly 40 fields of 
graduate study, including 
business, speech-language 
pathology, and public affairs. 
Outside the classroom, 
students at Cal State East Bay 
can participate in more than 
100 organizations and more 
than 20 fraternities and 
sororities. 

-Carlos 

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=57meO-fuzP0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=RwDFRraI3dU&t=6s 

           
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57meO-fuzP0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57meO-fuzP0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwDFRraI3dU&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwDFRraI3dU&t=6s
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Crunching Data 
It is such a pleasure to be a 
part of the learning community 
here at Golden Valley.  
Providing the GIFT to our 
students has, and will continue 
to be, the motivation that 
guides our passion as 
educators.  In our professional 
learning communities, we are 
in the process of analyzing 
assessment data to determine 
our next step actions in our 
specific grade levels.  Our hats 
are off to our 3rd grade team 
who stepped up this week and 
tackled the ever-important task 
of analyzing their first math 
assessment results of the year.  
The team was able to see 
areas of student success, 
along with areas of need.  The 
team also made preparations 
for how we are going to meet 
the needs of our students who 
have yet to meet the learning 
target. 

Coaching Cycles 
As the coaches begin to 
wrap up some our first 
coaching cycles of the 
school year, it is very 
informative to see the 
growth that has taken 

place in regards to student 
performance and teacher 
pedagogy.  We would like to 
give a very special thank you to 
the teachers who are at the tail 
end of a coaching cycle.  We 
are learning with you and we 
are excited to continue to 
support academic growth at 
our site.  If you are interested 
in receiving support in your 
classroom through a coaching 
cycle, please let your 
instructional coach know- we 
are here for you! 

Lesson Study 

 The Golden Valley coaches would 
like to thank the 1st grade team for 
their undeniable effort today 
throughout our lesson study 
protocol.  The team’s focus was on 
using the mini-lessons in the 
writer’s workshop.  The teachers 
learned, then planned and 
delivered lessons in their 
classrooms.  They were able to 
reflect and modify the lessons as 
the day progressed.  As we 

wrapped up the study, we received 
very positive feedback from the 
team regarding the day’s events.  
One thing that stood out with the 
coaches was the comment that 
this experience was a great 
opportunity to have a focused 
conversation and collaboration 
time with one subject in mind- 
student writing.  Thank you again, 
1st grade team.  We look forward 
to our continued work together.  
Have a great, well-deserved 
weekend! 

 

-Mario 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Upcoming Events 

October 2 Cyberquest Coaches-
Training 

October 4 Monthly Gathering of 
the Pride (staff meeting) 

8:00- 9:15 

Coaching Chronicles 


